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anti-climax. This progressive deterioration in Royalist pros-
pects consistently strengthened the hands of the Republicans,
and drove Thiers to rely more and more on the Left for his
parliamentary support. Each manifesto of Chambord was
accompanied by another set of by-elections which brought
Republican gains. Yet each new attempt at fusion had .caused
sufficient alarm on the Left and among the supporters of Thiers
to rally their forces and strengthen their resolve. Each Monar-
chist anti-climax left the Republic more inevitable than before.
It also left Thiers more firmly committed to une Republique con-
servatrice. He used each crisis as an occasion to reaffirm his
fidelity to the Bordeaux Pact, and his own faith in a provisional
Republic as the bulwark of social order and peace.
In 1871 he declared that 'every day of calm is a good thing
for the Republic, and every day of disturbance is a bad thing'.
In 1872, he opposed Republican celebrations of the anniver-
sary of 4 September on grounds of France's need for 'calm and
rest5 in order 4to speed the liberation of her territory and to con-
solidate the Conservative Republic'. He declared, in his presi-
dential message to the Assembly in November 1872, that 'The
Republic exists—it is the legal government of the country. . . .
The Republic will be Conservative or it will not exist at all9. In
his last speech as President, on the day of his fall from power,
24 May 1873, ne at last admitted, on the broad issue of Mon-
archy versus Republic, that he had come down on the side of
Republic, because 'there is only one throne and three men
can't sit on it5.1
This parting shot indicates one further disturbing force in
the political life of France during these formative years—the
Bonapartists. Bonapartists had throughout played a part, in
both parliament and the country, out of all proportion to their
1 Cf. Bouniols: op. cit., pp. 110, 207; Thiers: Notes et Souvenirs,
p. 348 ff. Charles Chesnelong, a confirmed Royalist, regarded Thiers's
speech of November 1872 as a complete betrayal of the Bordeaux
Pact, and a further desertion of Thiers to the Republican Left (cf. Le
Gouvernement de M. Thiers (1932), p. 122 f.). Thiers's speech of 24 May
1873 is conveniently summarized in Hanotaux, op. cit., Vol. I, pp.
604-10.

